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St Patrick’s Day 

By Celeste Moore 

St. Patrick’s Day is on Tuesday March 17th, like 

always, but what is St Patrick’s Day? St. Patrick’s Day 

is a worldwide celebration of the Irish culture. This 

holiday has been celebrated since the 17th century. St. 

Patrick is a patron saint of Ireland who ministered 

Christianity in Ireland. St. Patrick was the one who 

brought the religion Christianity to Ireland. Many peo-

ple throughout the world wear green to represent lep-

rechauns and clovers. Getting into wearing green, 

there is usually a tradition that people who don’t wear 

green don’t like. The tradition is if someone isn’t wear-

ing green you can pinch them, as long as you are wear-

ing green as well. When you think of St. Patrick’s Day 

one thing that comes to many minds is the color green. 

Well, that would make sense because isn’t green the 

color to represent St. Patrick’s Day? Wrong, the offi-

cial color of the holiday is blue. That is the actual color 

of St. Patrick’s Day because there are depictions of St. 

Patrick wearing blue, more than there ever is of him 

wearing green. There are many ways people celebrate 

St. Patrick’s Day. The most common way to celebrate 

it is by attending public parades and festivals. This 

year, the coronavirus has delayed the big celebrations 

of the holiday. This has led to a very upsetting devasta-

tion to many who adore the holiday. One major state 

that has put a pause on this event is Boston. Even 

though many of their people didn’t like this decision, 

the state just wants to keep their people safe. All in all, 

St. Patrick’s Day is a very ancient holiday that many 

enjoy celebrating and parading over.  

The World vs. COVID-19 

By Emily Weliver 

COVID-19, also known as the coronavirus, 

is causing people to get sick. If you have underlin-

ing health problems, a weak immune system, or 

asthma, this puts you at a higher risk of dying from 

COVID-19, as well as infants and elderly people.  

Many have died from it, but the majority of people 

survive. As you know, COVID-19 has caused us to 

be quarantined. As of March 30, there are 171 

countries affected by the COVID-19. The US has 

had 144,449 cases and 2,602 deaths so far. The US 

has the most cases in the world, even more than its 

origin country, China. There has been 2,058 cases 

in Indiana, and 38 deaths. Out of 92 counties in In-

diana, 72 have reported cases of COVID-19. The 

hot spots are Hamilton and Marion counties. 

COVID-19 can last on surfaces up to 72 hours. It. 

depends heavily on the type of surface infected 

droplets land on, and might also rely on the density 

of virus particles in the spray, and other environ-

mental conditions, such as temperature and sun-

light. The surface it last longest on, though, is plas-

tic. The symptoms of the COVID-19 are similar to 

the flu or a common cold. The symptoms you 

should look for is a cough, fever, headache, and if it 

is hard to breath. You may even be sick with it for 

1-14 days without even knowing. To help prevent 

the spread of COVID-19, stay at home. Also to help 

prevent it, don’t go anywhere unless it is essential. 

You also want to wash your hand for at least 20 

seconds, and use hand sanitizer. If you are sick, you 

need to stay at home. If you have recently traveled 

anywhere, you need to be quarantined for 14 days. 

In conclusion, this virus is harming people across 

the US, so know what to do if it comes your way. 



Musical Artists 

By Gabby Warren and Jaycie Myers  

        We’ve all heard of artists such as Katy Perry, Taylor Swift, Beyoncé, Justin Bieber, Britney Spears, and 

Kanye West, but there are some new and phenomenal budding artists that are worth checking out. In 2020, 

some artists that you should follow along with their musical careers are Why Don’t We, Billie Eilish, Lizzo, 

Harry Styles, Halsey, The Jonas Brothers, Lewis Capaldi, Dan + Shay, Shawn Mendes, Camila Cabello, and 

Alessia Cara. One boy band that is budding is ‘Why Don’t We’. They are made up of 5 members; Corbyn 

Besson, Daniel Seavey, Jack Avery, Jonah Marais, and Zach Herron. This band was formed in 2016 and they 

were all solo artists before they got together and formed a band. Some songs you might know from them are 

‘8 Letters’ and ‘What Am I.’ One artist that has been building her empire over the last couple years is Lizzo. 

You have probably heard her on the radio with one of her top hits ‘Truth Hurts’ or ‘Boys’. When she per-

forms, she gives off great energy and vibes and is all about positivity within people. She started in 2013 with 

her Debut Album, ‘Lizzobangers’ and has been growing more and more popular since. The Top 5 songs 

right now according to Billboard’s Hot 100 Chart are; ‘The Box’ by Roddy Ricch, ‘Life is Good’ by Future 

featuring Drake, ‘Don’t Start Now’ by Dua Lipa, ‘Circles’ by Post Malone, and ‘Roxanne’ by Arizona Zervas. 

Our personal favorite songs right now are; ‘Dusk Till Dawn’ by Zayn featuring Sia, and ‘Only Human’ by the 

Jonas Brothers. Our favorite artists/band is ‘Why Don’t We.’ While we are on this long break, you should 

definitely take time out of your day and be sure and check out these artists.  
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2020 Movies  

By Kristen Thompson  

Everyone loves movies; no matter what age anyone can find the perfect movie for them. Whether it’s 

the fun and drama in comedies, the heartfulness and love in romance, or the suspense and thrill in action 

movies. There are always movies that anyone and everyone can enjoy, and 2020 is no exception! There are so 

many great movies coming out, or that have come out, that you won’t want to miss. So, here is a list of must-

see movies when they hit the box office, ranging in all different genres.  

1. Godzilla vs. Kong (Action, Sci-Fi, Thriller)  

2. Minions: The Rise of Gru (Animation, Adventure, Comedy)  

3. No Time to Die (Action Adventure, Thriller)  

4. Mulan (Action, Adventure, Drama)  

5. Birds of Prey: And the Fantabulous Emancipation of One Harley Quinn (Action, Adventure, 

Crime)  

6. Black Widow (Action, Adventure, Sci-Fi)  

7. Happiest Season (Comedy, Romance)  

8. The One and Only Ivan (Animation, Adventure, Comedy)  

9. Greyhound (Drama, History, War)  

10. Bad Hair (Comedy, Horror)  
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 CMS Spirit Nights 

           By Yuryko Martinez-Bolanos 

 So far this school year, we have had two spirit nights 

and two pep rallies. To get us ready for these, we have spirit 

weeks. For each day of the week, we have different themes. On 

Fridays, we usually have blue and gold day. We dress up in our 

best blue and gold Athenian wear. We have pep rallies and 

spirit nights at the end of every quarter. At the pep rallies we 

do cheers, we draw names for prizes, and competitions between 

all three grades. The Crawfordsville Middle School band is 

usually playing music as the grades walk into the gym. At the 

start of each pep rally, we begin with the Crawfordsville fight 

song. Some of the competitions we’ve done in the past are the 

sundae eating contest, relays between grades, tug of wars be-

tween grades, and even basketball games and volleyball games between students and staff. The first spirit 

night was for a girls’ volleyball game. The second one was for a boys’ basketball game. At the spirit nights, 

we pay $2 and choose what we do before the game starts. We could play dodgeball, watch a movie, or do 

some crafts. Then, after our choice of activity we eat pizza, drink soda, and have a few cookies. And get sec-

onds if we please, of course! At the spirit night, during the game, Blue Krew members lead cheers. The pep 

rallies and spirit nights can be so much fun. It lets us show our spirit as Athenians and how we represent our 

school. It lets us show our Athenian pride. 

 Buckeye Brownie Recipe  

By Katie Douglas 

 Are you a fan of peanut butter and chocolate? 

Then this recipe is for you. This simple dessert is the 

perfect combination of sugary and sweet. Some ingredi-

ents you need will be brownie mix, powdered sugar, sof-

tened butter, creamy peanut butter, and milk chocolate 

chips. In a 9x13 pan, make your brownie mix according 

to what the box says. Cook the brownies and then let it 

cool. Next, mix two cups of powdered sugar, half a cup of 

butter, and one cup peanut butter in a bowl. Mix it well 

until it turns into a dough consistency. After that, put one cup of chocolate chips, and six tablespoons of but-

ter in a saucepan and mix it occasionally on low heat. When the chocolate is fully melted, pour it over the 

brownies and let it cool. Once your brownies are cooled off, they are ready to cut and enjoy! This sweet treat 

is perfect for a party or a late night snack. 
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Academic Super Bowl 

By Reagan Cox 

Have you ever heard of Academic Super Bowl? The formal definition of this matter is a quiz-based 

competition that tests players on a wide variety of academic subjects. But what does this mean to our school? 

Well, for the Academic Bowl competitions, we have set teams that master a skill, each a different one. Cur-

rently, you can have four teams: language arts, math, science, and social studies. In our school, we have all 

these teams. This year’s study topic is the Roaring 20s. The Language Arts Team, coach being Mr. Utter-

back, consists of Thomas Bowling, Jayden Callejas, Reagan Cox, Tran Duong, Campbell Murray, Katherine 

Novak, Guinevere Schmitzer-Torbert, and Lili Yeung. The Math Team, coached by Mr. Melton, consists of 

Bennett Carlson, Simon Galbert, Braxton Lewellen, Eli Jeffries, James Novak, Guinevere Schmitzer-Torbet, 

Collin Simpson, Andrew Turner, Beth Turner, and Nivek Witt. The Science Team, coach being Mrs. 

Schueren, consists of Elli Jeffries and James Novak. Our last team (the Social Studies Team), coach being Mr. 

Thompson, consists of Zoe Abbott, Thomas Bowling, Max Brumett, Jayden Callejas, Reagan Cox, Napoleon 

Johnson, Campbell Murray, Bristol Presley, Heaven Pruett, and Harper Sinnet. These clubs each have their 

own day of the week, excluding Wednesday, to practice for competitions. Sadly, in the present moment, the 

Area Competition that these teams have been practicing for is canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. How-

ever, there will still possibly be a state championship. For most though, missing the competition is not why 

they are disappointed. This club means a lot to quite a few people, like Zoe Abbott. When asked about it, she 

expressed, “I am really happy that I joined because I enjoy coming to it every Tuesday. I really enjoy social 

studies. It is really fun and a really nice environment. Mr. Thompson is a great teacher.” This shows what an 

important role the Academic Team plays in the lives of some students. It creates a safe environment to bond 

with people that have similar interests as you. And, if nothing else, it gives you something to study when you 

are bored! 

CMS Robotics Team 

By Thomas Bowling 

 The CMS VEX IQ Robotics teams have had a 

great season. The two teams, The Bots who Say “Ni” and 

Pamywogcalla, have been at two competitions. The VEX 

IQ program, which is a change from the Lego League 

competitions the teams had been to previously, was a 

shift for the group. According to eighth grader and three

-year competitor Elli Jeffries, the shift was an easy one. 

“Instead of having multiple unique tasks on the board, we 

instead had only a few…and another team to work with. 

This was rather nice because it encouraged working to-

gether with all the different teams.” Both teams made it to the final round at their competition. Jeffries can 

recall that the teams were both nervous and excited. “We had some awesome moments where the teams we 

had previously worked with came up to congratulate us and wish us luck. The final match itself was nerve 

wracking, but all in all it was incredible.” As well as being fairly successful in competitions, the team also had 

lots of fun when practicing, too. They made a robot similar to an inchworm, and whenever the groups had ar-

guments or disputes, they would form a “circle of wisdom” to work things out. Overall, the two teams had a 

successful season, and the robotics team had lots of fun. Elli Jeffries stated that, even though it is her last year, 

she hopes the middle school robotics team continues its success. “We worked really hard this year, and hope 

that robotics continues in our school.” 
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 CMS Choir 

By Guinevere Schmitzer-Torbert 

 With it’s three different choirs, (Beginning, Interme-

diate, and Show Choir) Crawfordsville Middle School show-

cases the talent it’s students have. These choirs all learn how 

to memorize music, dance, and perform in front of an audi-

ence throughout the school year. The Beginning Choir is for 

6th, 7th, and 8th graders who are new to choir and perform-

ing. Intermediate Choir is a 7th and 8th grade choir for peo-

ple who have fun performing and want to continue and learn 

about music. Show Choir is an auditioned choir for 7th and 

8th graders who want to improve their vocal ability. All of 

these choirs perform a quarterly concert where the students 

show what they have learned throughout the year. Their 

most recent concert was on February 24th and was planning to compete in the statewide competition of 

Issma, until it was canceled due to complications. They are also planning on competing at Kings Island in 

May, but are unsure if it will be canceled due to the pandemic. These choirs are still practicing and rehears-

ing at home and are prepared for whatever happens next. 

Yearbook 

By Emily Powell and Sam Rohr 

 Our 2020 Yearbook is coming along quite well. We 

have made a lot of improvements and the year has run much 

smoother. Our staff is very well equipped, and every member 

is very unique and adds their own touch to our yearbook. 

Mrs. Lain, Ms. Vellner, and Mrs. Guard have helped pull it 

all together and done most of the behind the scenes work. 

This yearbook would not have been possible without them.  

Sales have going very well, and we are excited to show eve-

ryone the finished project. The due date is arriving quickly, 

so we are rushing to make the last few finishing touches. We 

are checking and double checking everything so that there 

aren't any errors or mistakes. “2020 Vision Into the Future,” 

brings back all the memories we once lived with the photos we captured throughout the year. Our theme in-

corporates the turning of the decade along with all the new things and beginnings it will bring. It’s a way to 

reminisce and remember all that we have gone through to get to where we are at. We’ve come so far, and the 

yearbook congratulates that success. Our journalism staff has been working very hard to include as many 

people as possible and show how great the student body really is. You won’t want to miss out on this amaz-

ing opportunity! Yearbooks help the memories last forever. 



Sports 
Boys Basketball 

By Campbell Mason 

 This year, all three grades had a good bas-

ketball season. To start, the 8th grade had one of 

their best seasons in a long time. They had an ex-

cellent record, and they also won county and the 

conference title. They were coached by Coach Kon-

nor Smith and Coach John Kelly. The starting 

lineup for the 8th grade team this year was Drake 

Burris, Ethan McLemore, Tyson Fuller, Kale 

Wemer, and Jordan Shrout. The top scorers were 

Ethan McLemore and Drake Burris. They won 

county after beating North and South during the 

regular season. They won their first conference 

championship in the new middle school after first 

beating Western Boone, then once again beating 

Northridge 32-23, and then finally beating Tri-

West 52-51 after Kale Wemer brought them into 

overtime and Damien Roach clutched the victory 

with two minutes left. The seventh grade team 

fought hard this year against very competitive sev-

enth grade teams and beat Frankfort. Their start-

ing line-up this season was Sam Minette, Ryotaro 

Nishina, Antony Lee, Tanner Gilland, and Alec 

Saidian.  The top scorers for the seventh grade 

were Tanner Gilland and Alec Saidian. They were 

coached by Coach Kurt Schlicher and Coach Kent 

Minnette. The last team was the sixth grade, who 

had a great season as well with a winning record of 

6-5. They won county beating both Northridge and 

Southmont . Their line-up this season was Rowan 

Gambrel, Matt Miller, Mason McCarty and An-

drew Hurt, and Mason McCarty was the leading 

scorer of the team. The coaches for the sixth grade 

team were Coach Tony Thomas and Coach Aaron 

Hurt. In conclusion, CMS basketball had a great 

season this year with our teams working hard and 

winning a lot of games.  

 

 Girls Basketball  
By: Addie Hodges  

During this 2019-2020 season, there have been lots 
of good basketball being played by all three girls 
teams. The 8th graders had a tough fight against 
some very competitive teams. The starting five 
were Kaylincz Cutcliff, Taylor Abston, Addie 

Hodges, Madison Hedrick, and Zoey Corbin. The 
leading scores were Taylor Abston, Kaylincz Cut-

cliff, and Addie Hodges. Their record was 4-10. 
The 7th graders had a good year, as well. They 

beat South, and all they had to do was beat North 
to be county champs. Their record was 10-4. The 
starters were Celeste Moore, Mea Scattergood, 

Caedence Brown, Riley Gardner, and Raley Nor-
man. Their leading scorers were Celeste Moore, 

Mea Scattergood, Riley Gardner. The 6th graders 
also had a good year, with coaches Lacee Melevage 
and Matt Schroeter. Their starters were Delaney 

McCarty, Olivia Hedrick, Yuli Torres, and Kristen 
Susdorf. The leading scores were Olivia Hedrick, 
Molly Pierce, and Delaney McCarty. Their team 
ended up being county champs! Their record was   
6-6. Overall, all three girls basketball teams had 

fantastic seasons. 



Sports 
Crawfordsville Starlettes  

By: Sophie Kirts 

 The Crawfordsville Starlettes is the dance team 

that represents our school, Crawfordsville Middle School. 

The team is made up of 11 girls, with sixth, seventh, and 

eighth graders. The team does two categories: hip-hop and 

jazz. The theme was girl power for this year, but unfortu-

nately the season ended early before they could go and 

earn first at state. Due to school cancellations, state was 

cancelled, upsetting the team because they didn’t know 

that their last time dancing together would the last time 

as a team, and they had been waiting for state all season. 

Although the season ended, they still had great achieve-

ments to celebrate, such as they got first in jazz at region-

als with a 71.5, and second with hip-hop with a 77.53. I 

interviewed Devan Johnson, a captain of the dance team. I 

asked how the season was overall. She said that, “Our sea-

son was pretty good; this was our first time in four years 

we’ve beat our toughest and biggest opponent, Forest 

Park, in hip-hop.” I also asked how well the team gets 

along. She answered, “We all get along really well, and 

we’ve been trying to include all grade levels this year and 

not to be in cliques, like eighth graders only talk to eighth 

graders, etc.” I similarly asked how the team reacted to 

state being cancelled. She replied back with, “It wasn’t ful-

ly announced to the team, but most of the eighth graders 

found out through social media. It wasn’t a good way to 

find out, but we kept it on the down low until it was com-

pletely confirmed. Most of the team was really upset, be-

cause it would be the last time that the captains danced 

with the whole team.” The last question I asked was if she 

was excited to dance on high school team. She answered, 

“I’m excited to dance with dancers that I haven’t danced 

with before, such as the seniors. I’m really looking forward 

to how well the team performs next year.”  

 Swimming and Diving  

By Whitman Horton 

 Coming off a successful year, the CMS Swim and 

Dive teams were ready for action once again. With almost 

50% of the team being new to the sport, they were set for a 

very productive season. The swim team, made up of al-

most 50 members, is the largest in recent memory. This 

large team means that it will be easier for points to be 

scored, consequently making it easier to win meets. While 

a lot of the team is new, many of the team members are 

experienced veterans. Guinevere Schmitzer-Torbert and 

Campbell Mason are just a few. Both have been swimming 

for many years and serve as examples and role models for 

the new swimmers to watch. As expected, the Swim and 

Dive teams started off the season with a bang. They 

stepped up to the plate, beating Tri-West and Lebanon. 

These two teams were notoriously good, and Lebanon is 

the boys reigning conference champions. Also, two school 

records fell at the first meet. The season continued much 

the same. Both the boys and girls swept the country. Matt 

Miller, a shining sixth grader, took home the boys county 

diving trophy. Throughout the season, six school records 

and one pool record were broken with two being relay rec-

ords broken by the relay of Ellie Walker, Guinevere 

Schmitzer-Torbert, Sophia Melevage, and Marie Hesler. 

The other was broken by the relay of Marie Hesler, Maesa 

Horton, Ellie Walker, Sophia Melevage. All in all, the 

Swim and Dive teams improved immensely throughout 

the season. James Murphy, a student who attended every 

home meet, was dubbed by his peers “most valuable sup-

porter” of the Swim and Dive team. He says that 

“everyone has gotten stronger and become less timid,” in 

regards to the development of the team. The Swim and 

Dive team joins Girls Cross Country as the only teams to 

be undefeated this year. This successful season hints at 

future success at the middle and high school levels by 

these athletes. Just as this team was gearing up for the 

biggest meet of the year, the conference meet, everyone 

was shocked when the rest of the season was cancelled. 

Due to the spread of COVID-19, the Crawfordsville 

School Corporation shut down schools. This meant that 

extracurriculars couldn't be carried out either. This news 

shocked the team. They were less than a week away from 

the meet and many were convinced they were going to 

bring home the trophy. Even with the conference being 

cancelled, the Swim and Dive teams will receive their con-

ference trophies and will be dubbed conference champs, 

considering that both teams held the best record in the 

conference. 
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Interview with Mr. Nelson 

By Jaycie Myers and Ryan Miller 

 Mr. Nelson is the Spanish teacher 
here at Crawfordsville Middle School. 
He started when the current eighth 
graders were sixth graders. He is an 
outgoing, fun, creative teacher and is 
liked by many of the stu-
dents here at Crawfords-
ville. 

Q: What is your favorite 
memory made at CMS? 

A: Getting pied in 
the face in 2018 by Danna 
Schu.  

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about teaching? 

 A: Students and 
their unpredictable 
‘student’ responses. 

Q: What made you realize 
you wanted to teach? 

 A: I tried to do many 
jobs before, about four to 
be precise. A former Spanish teacher 
suggested that I be a Spanish teacher, I 
liked it, and here I am.  

 

Q: What is your best memory from 
college? 

 A: My sociology class and study-
ing abroad in Argentina. 

Q: What was Argentina like? 

 A: The culture there was more 
loving and more community-based. 

The people there were more car-
ing and passionate about their 
families and soccer, and they 
were more interested in politics.  

Q: What age did you start learn-
ing Spanish and why? 

 A: I started learning when 
I was fourteen and continue to 
learn to this day. I am a gossip 
and I wanted to know what was 
being said one day when people 
were talking in a grocery store 
and decided to start learning it.  

 

As you can see, Mr. Nelson is a 
great addition to our faculty at 
CMS. We hope he stays for as 

long as possible. 


